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The military school in the late Qing Dynasty, playing an important part of the military reform 
of that era, represented another attempt of the Qing government to seek for strengthening the 
country by means of education after the failed reform on the material level. This essay tries to give 
a comprehensive description of the history of the education concept of this era and discuss the 
cause of the failure and the possible effect it has on the national defense education in 
contemporary China. The main research methodology adopted by this essay is historic analysis, 
with such books as Military Education History of China, Half a Century’s Glory – On the History 
of Military Education in Qing Dynasty and National Defense Education in University, etc., as 
references, aiming to analyze and reconstruct the military school history from such philosophical 
perspectives as historical materialism and dialectical materialism. The essay consists of three parts. 
The first part depicts, in time sequence, the history of education theory and the practice of military 
schools in the late Qing Dynasty. The second part illustrates the three main causes of the failure of 
military school education, with the first being its external nature of the reform, the second the 
uncertainty on the schooling concept, the ambiguity of the orientation, the unclearness in the 
selection of students, the small range of students and the conflict between local interest groups and 
the government and the third being the single level, short term, week faculty of the education 
system as well as the short-sightedness of the planners. The third part reveals what lessons could 
be drawn from this piece of history. Put forward the enlightenment of the contemporary defense 
education. Overall, the essay concludes three lessons. firstly, it is advised to seek for internal 
reform while ensuring social stability to improve the social status of the soldiers and national 
defense education science, to keep national defense education up-dated while dumping old 
concepts and practice and, lastly, to balance the interest of multiple parties. Secondly, it is also 
suggested to ensure the practability of long-term education by clearing and expanding the 
education objects. Thirdly, it is suggested that long-term planning and national guidance are 
needed to formulate a multilevel educational pattern and national educating system. 
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